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Challenge to court practice of letting officers Leave with affidavit 
in support of search warrant & file it later with the return.

This decision clarifies that 
documentation is to be kept at the 
court, to be available to defendants 

and to guard against potential 
alteration of documentation.

Anderson. v. Taylor, 149 P.3D 352
(Utah 2006)



State. v. Rodriguez (2007)

• Heather is driving on Main Street with a passenger

• Heather turns left into the path of a school bus

• Heather is taken to LDS hospital smelling of alcohol and acting belligerent

• A blood draw is taken without Heather’s permission

• Her BAC is .39 – nearly five times the legal limit

• Her passenger is killed

• Heather is charged with 2nd degree felony automobile homicide



State. v. Rodriguez
(Appeal)

“Schmerber does not stand for the proposition that the 
loss of evidence of a person’s blood-alcohol through the 

dissipation of alcohol from the body was a sufficient 
exigency to justify a warrantless blood draw.”

The Schmerber case is a similar case 
from California that set the precedent 
for warrant blood draws citing exigent 

circumstances.



State. v. Rodriguez

The Utah Supreme Court reverses 
the Court of Appeals – thus 

affirming the conviction



State. v. Rodriguez

“In 1966, the Justices of the Supreme Court 
could not reasonably have foreseen the 

ubiquity of the cell phone, and only those 
conversant with the futuristic imaginings of 
science fiction would have been capable of 

describing the gadgetry that equips the interior 
of the typical police cruiser today.”



State. v. Rodriguez

“We are confident that, were law enforcement 
officials to take advantage of available 
technology to apply for warrants, the 

significance of delay in the exigency analysis 
would markedly diminish.”

Continued….
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Available 24/7

Allows law enforcement to electronically submit 
warrant requests to prosecutor and magistrate

Allows magistrate to electronically retrieve and 
review warrant

eWarrants



REQUIREMENTS

 Active UCJIS logon.  (system that we run 
drivers licenses and license plates, criminal 
histories, NCIC etc.)

 Remove pop-up blocker on Google Chrome

 1 hour training class



DEMONSTRATION

DUI BLOOD 
DRAW 

WARRANT



LOG IN TO THE UCJIS WEB PAGE
UCJIS-NEW.PS.UTAH.GOV



EWEL TRANSACTION



EWEL TRANSACTION



EWEL TRANSACTION



Select DUI Blood Draw Warrant 
from the eWarrant Type

eWarrant Creation



Fill out the required 
fields and select click 
the Save button

eWarrant Creation



Title and 
Agency will be 
auto-filled 
from previous 
entries

Department



Department

Enter the location 
of where the 
warrant will be 
served, then click 
Next



Department

When all the 
required 
information is 
entered the red 
asterisk will turn 
to a green check 
mark

*



Department

Click Next Page 
to progress to the 
Person Tab



Go into detail in describing the suspect 

Enter the name of the suspect

Person



Person

When you click in the 
Further Described As 
field, the box will expand 



Person

After describing the suspect, click Next Page 
to advance to the probable cause fields



Probable Cause

Hero Statement

Probable Cause

Drug or Alcohol



Once everything is completed, 
click View Summary

Probable Cause



YOU ARE AUTOMATICALLY 
TAKEN TO THE EWARRANT 

DETAILS SCREEN



eWarrant Details

eWarrant Options

Judge’s Information 
(Appears once 

eWarrant is submitted)

Warrant Number 
and Status



eWarrant Details

View Affidavit



Affidavit PDF

The Affidavit PDF appears 
in a new browser tab



Affidavit PDF

A new browser 
tab will pop up 
with a PDF of 
the Affidavit



Affidavit PDF

LEO Information

Jurisdiction

State 
Statute

Location

Suspect’s 
Information



Affidavit PDF



Affidavit PDF

Hero 
Statement

Probable Cause 
Statement

Your 
Information

Legal Digital 
Signature will 
appear here 

when 
submitted to 

the judge



eWarrant Details

Submit to Judge



Submit to Judge

On Call Judge is the 
default in the drop 

down list



Submit to Judge

Selecting a judge other 
than the On Call Judge 
will generate a pop up 

box warning



Submit to Judge

Your phone number 
will appear here. If not, 

you can change the 
number



Submit to Judge

Click Submit to send the 
eWarrant to the Judge



Submit to Judge

A box will appear 
letting you know it was 
successfully submitted



eWarrant Details

eWarrant Options



eWarrant Details

eWarrant Options

The Judge’s 
information 
now appears



eWarrant Details

eWarrant Options

Status has 
now changed 
to Submitted



eWarrant Details

eWarrant Options

New options are 
now available



eWarrant Details

eWarrant Options

Status History



eWarrant Details

Status History



eWarrant Details

eWarrant Options

Retract Warrant



eWarrant Details

Enter the Reason why 
you are retracting the 
warrant, then click Save

Retract Warrant



eWarrant Details

eWarrant Options

Refresh Display



eWarrant Details

If any changes to the warrant 
have occurred, clicking Refresh 
Display will update the new 
information on the page

Refresh Display



eWarrant Details

Status changed from 
SUBMITTED to APPROVED

Issue and Seal Date

Status Time updated



eWarrant Details

New Options

eWarrant Options



eWarrant Email

eWarrant has been approved



eWarrant Details

Warrant PDF

eWarrant Options



Warrant PDF

The Warrant PDF appears in a new browser tab



Warrant PDF



Warrant PDF

Judges digital signature 
and the seal of the court



RETURN OF SERVICE



eWarrant Details

Return of Service

eWarrant Options



Return of Service



Return of Service

Enter the 
information 

into the fields 
then Save and 

Submit



Return of Service

CAUTION

Once you Submit and Save the ROS, you cannot 
go back and change anything in eWarrants.

If you need to amend the ROS, you will need to 
contact the court that issued the warrant and 
submit the amendment to them directly.



eWarrant Details

Service PDF

eWarrant Options



The Service PDF appears in a new browser tab

Service PDF



Service PDF



eWarrant

The eWarrant is now complete. It will purge 
from the eWarrant System on UCJIS in 20 
days. If you need to access the documents 
after the eWarrant has purged, you will need 
to contact the court that issued the warrant.

Also stays sealed for minimum time (30 days) 
allowing to petition court to stay sealed 
longer.



Warrant 
Number

EWQL TRANSACTION

Warrant 
Status

Time of 
last 

status 
change

Warrant 
Type

Court 
Jurisdiction

User ID



eWarrant History

You can see the history of the warrant 
from initial status to the served status



eWarrant History

eWarrant Options

Click Status History to pull up the 
complete history of the eWarrant



eWarrant History

We started drafting the Affidavit



eWarrant History

We emailed the Affidavit to the 
prosecutor



eWarrant History

We submitted Affidavit to the 
judge with the delay option 
selected



eWarrant History

After realizing we need Affidavit 
approve as soon as possible, we 
resubmitted it



eWarrant History

The judge denied it because of a 
weak probable cause statement



eWarrant History

After improving the probable 
cause statement, we resubmitted 
it once again



eWarrant History

The judge then approved it



eWarrant History

The ROS was completed and 
submitted to the court



Spellcheck

The eWarrant system does not have a 
spellcheck option. If you need to have 
your writing spellchecked you can use 
a word processor like Microsoft Word



Internet Browsers

It is highly recommended that you use 
Google Chrome to access UCJIS and the 
eWarrant System. If this isn’t a viable option 
for you, Mozilla Firefox will also work. 
Microsoft Explorer is not a good option as 
Microsoft is no phasing out the browser.



Things to Remember

• Only available on the New UCJIS 
ucjis-new.ps.utah.gov

• Current email on file with BCI
• Active UCJIS Login
• EWEL and EWQL Transactions
• eWarrants purge from the system after 20 days or the 

day after the ROS if it has been on the system for 
more than 20 days

• If an eWarrant is purged, you will need to contact the 
court that issued it 

• Do not enter information in a field unless you want it 
to appear that way on the Affidavit

ucjis-new.ps.utah.gov
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QUESTIONS?
DELAY OPTION

DUI BLOOD 
DRAW 

WARRANT



DEMONSTRATION

SEARCH 
WARRANT



EWEL TRANSACTION



Select Search Warrant from the 
eWarrant Type and then enter 
the required fields

eWarrant Creation



After filling out the required 
fields, click the Save button

eWarrant Creation



Title and Agency are auto-
filled from previous entries

Department



If you plan on sending a copy of the 
affidavit to a prosecutor for review, 
you can enter their information here.

Department



Entering Information

CAUTION

If you enter information into a field, it will generate a 
that exact information into the affidavit, warrant, and 
return of service. If it is not applicable to your warrant, 
leave it blank. Never enter “not applicable” or “N/A.”



Department

Again, notice that the red asterisk      will 
turn to a green check mark       when the 
required information is entered.

*



Department

Click Next Page 
to progress to the 
Subject Tab



Subject



Subject

Here, you can choose what subject 
you want to perform a search on:

• Premise

• Person

• Vehicle

• Item



Go into detail in describing the premise

Subject

Go into detail in describing the premise



Enter the name of the person

Subject

Enter the description of the vehicle



Go into detail in describing what 
the item is that is to be searched

Subject

Required

You must enter the location of the subject
*



A detail description of the premise

Address of the house to be searched

Subject



Subject

Click Next Page to progress to 
the Property to be Seized Tab

When the required location field is completed, 
the red asterisk      will change to the green 
check mark       letting me know the minimum 
required information has been entered

*



Property

List the items and/or information 
you are searching for



Property

Notice how the field expands 
when you start typing in it



Property

When you click out of it, the 
field shrinks back down



Property

Click Next Page to progress to 
the Probable Cause Tab



Probable Cause

Hero Statement

Probable Cause Statement

List the Crime(s)



Probable Cause

Hero Statement

Probable Cause Statement

List of Crimes



Probable Cause

Click Next Page to progress to 
the Warrant Conditions Tab



eWarrant Conditions



eWarrant Conditions



eWarrant 
Conditions

Here you can request specific 
conditions for the warrant

• Nighttime Warrant

• No Knock Warrant

• Request to Seal



eWarrant Conditions

If none of these conditions 
pertain to your warrant, 
then leave them blank

Once everything is 
completed, click 
View Summary



eWarrant Details

eWarrant Options

Warrant Number 
and Status

Judge’s 
Information 

(Appears 
once 

eWarrant is 
submitted)

Warrant 
Type



eWarrant Details

eWarrant Options

Judge’s Information 
(Appears once 

eWarrant is submitted)

The same screen as 
with the DUI Blood 

Draw Template

Warrant Number 
and Status



eWarrant Details

View Affidavit



Warrant PDF

The Affidavit PDF appears in a 
new browser tab



Affidavit PDF

Premise 
Information

Property

Your Information

Jurisdiction

Location



Affidavit PDF

Hero 
Statement

Probable Cause 
Statement

Prosecutor's 
approval

Legal Digital 
Signature will 
appear here 

when submitted 
to the judge

List of 
crimes



eWarrant Details

Email Prosecutor



Email to Prosecutor

The officer needs to know the Prosecutor’s email



Email to Prosecutor

Provide an email or 
phone number for 
the prosecutor to 

respond to



Email to Prosecutor

Click Send and an email will be sent 
informing the prosecutor to login to 
UCJIS and view the Affidavit PDF



Email to Prosecutor

A box will pop up informing 
you that the email was sent



Email to Prosecutor

The message you typed

eWarrant and Pin number 
to reference in UCJIS

Notice it came from 
eWarrant@Utah.gov



eWarrant Details

Submit to Judge



Submit to Judge

Again, the on Call Judge is the 
default in the drop down list



Submit to Judge

Selecting a judge other 
than the On Call Judge 
will generate a pop up 

box warning



Submit to Judge

If you have a specific judge selected 
(Not On Call), you can make the 

warrant exclusive so only they can see it



Submit to Judge

Your phone number will 
appear here. If not, you 
can change the number



Delay Warrant Conditions

If it is late at or night or you don’t plan on 
serving the warrant till the next day, you can 
select the option to delay the submission of 
the warrant till 8:00 AM the following day.



Delay Submit to Judge

The eWarrant submission can be 
delayed till 8:00 a.m. the next day 

(This is only available when the On Call 
Judge is selected)



Delay Submit to Judge

Click Submit to send the 
eWarrant to the Judge



Submit to Judge

A box will appear 
letting you know it was 
successfully submitted



Delay Submit to Judge

Because the affidavit will not be submitted till 08:00, there is not a 
judge assigned to it. If you realize that you need it submitted sooner 

than 08:00, you can resubmit it without selecting the Delay 
Submission box. This will send it directly to the On Call judge.



Delay Submit to Judge

Notice that the status has changed to 
DELAY SUBMIT and that there still isn’t 

any contact information listed for the 
judge



Delay Warrant Conditions

You realize that you need the 
affidavit submitted right now 
and not at the next morning



Submit to Judge

Click Prepare to Submit again



Submit to Judge

Again, the On Call Judge is 
automatically selected and the 
Delay Submission Box is Unchecked



Submit to Judge

Click Submit to send the 
eWarrant to the Judge



Submit to Judge

A box will appear 
letting you know it was 
successfully submitted



Submit to Judge

Status now says SUBMITTED

You can now see 
the judge assigned 
to the affidavit as 
well as their contact 
information



eWarrant Denied Email

When a warrant is denied, you will 
receive an email letting you know



eWarrant Denied

Status now says DENIED

The Judge’s 
comments



eWarrant Denied

Click Edit Answers to 
enter a better probably 
cause statement



Editing the Affidavit

You are brought 
back to the Entry 
Wizard Screens



Editing the Affidavit

Click on Probable Cause 



Editing the Affidavit

Click in the Probable 
Cause field to edit it 



Editing the Affidavit

Amend the Probable 
Cause Statement



Editing the Affidavit

Now that there is a 
better Probable Cause 
Statement, click Save



Editing the Affidavit

After you save it, click on 
View Summary to return to 
the eWarrant Detail Screen



eWarrant Details

Prepare to Submit



Resubmitting the eWarrant

The Judge that it 
was originally sent 
to will be selected



Resubmitting the eWarrant

Click Submit for it 
to be resubmitted 
to the same judge



eWarrant Details

Status changed  back 
to SUBMITTED



eWarrant Approved Email

When a warrant is approved, you will 
receive an email letting you know



eWarrant Details

Status changed  back 
to APPROVED



eWarrant Details

eWarrant Options

Notice the eWarrant 
Options have changed



eWarrant Details

eWarrant Options

You can now 
pull of a PDF 
of the warrant 
and serve it as 
well as 
complete the 
Return of 
Service



eWarrant Details

Warrant PDF

eWarrant Options



Warrant PDF

The Warrant PDF appears in a new browser tab



Warrant PDF



Warrant PDF

Judges digital signature 
and the seal of the court



RETURN OF SERVICE



eWarrant Details

Return of Service

eWarrant Options



Return of Service



Return of Service

Enter the Return 
of Service 
information into 
the fields



Return of Service

After entering ALL 
the information, click 
on Save and Submit



Return of Service

CAUTION

Once you Submit and Save the ROS, you cannot 
go back and change anything in eWarrants.

If you need to amend the ROS, you will need to 
contact the court that issued the warrant and 
submit the amendment to them directly.



eWarrant Details

A box will appear letting 
you know the ROS was 
successfully submitted



eWarrant Details

Service PDF

eWarrant Options

Status changed  
back to Served



The Service PDF appears in a new browser tab

Service PDF



Service PDF


